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The Safe Wish, 
What shall I wish thee, friend, wh(»e life 

Laughs out youth's fair and gladsome strength ? 
Whose days with hope and beauty rife, 

Betray but sunshine through the length 
Of years agone ? The old wish sweet, 
Of 'many years,' shall I repeat ? 

And shall 1 ask that fame and gold 
Shall be the giftB the years shall bring ? 

I dare not, Irieiid, since men have Bold 
Themselvos as slaves for these I One thing 

Foil surely I may wish for thee, 

Knowing ih*t it no ill can be. 

This having, thou art safe, indeed ; 

Caprice ol fortune, frown of fate, 
Can harm thee not ! Thou hast no need 

Of aught beside ; for thee doth wait 
All wealth of earth and heaven above — 
God give t beo His eternal love ! 

Rosa Evangeline Angel, in Herald and Presbyter. 


Personal Responsibility. 


A NEW SEBMON BY PASTOR C. B. SPUGREON. 
'Then Mordecai commanded to answer Esther, Think not with 
thyself that thou shalt escape In the king's house, more than all 
tbe Jews. For if thou altogether holdest thy peace at this time 
then aliall there enlargement and deliverance arise to the Jews 
from anotlwr uhue ; but thou and thy father's house shall I* de- 
stroyed : and who tnoweth whether thou art come to the king- 
dom for such a time as this?' Esther 4:18, 14. 

The appeal of Mordecai in his presding time of 
distress was to one single person, namely to Esther. 
I believe that I shall do better this morning by 
making my sermon an address to individuals than 
apeaking of nations or churches. I assuredly be- 
lieve that England has been raised up a nation 
and brought to her present unique position that 
she may be the means of spreading the Gospel 
throughout all the nations. I judge that God has 
blessed 


THE TWO GREAT NATIONS, 

of the Anglo-Saxon race— England and the Unit- 
ed States— and given them pre-eminence in com- 
merce and in liberty on purpose that in such a 
time as this they may spread abroad the know- 
ledge of tho glory of God in the (ace of Jesus Christ. 
Woe to these nations if they fail to fulfil their sol- 
emn obligations ! If, being raiaed up for a pur- 
pose, thoy refuse to perform it, they shall melt 
away. We are intrusted with great opportunities: 
if we do not rightly use them the New Zealand er 
of Macauly may yet survey the ruins of this em- 
pire-city. 'Thou and thy father's house shall be 
destroyed,' said Mordecai to Esther, and he says 
the same to us. 

We might properly say of any Christian church 
that it has its own appointed place in the purposes 
of divine mercy. If the candle ia lighted, even 
though it be set upon a golden candlestick, it is 
not lighted for iuelf, but that it may give light to 
all in tho bouse. If any church fail to bleaa others, 
and so proves unfaithful to 

HER SOLEMN TR0ST, 

the Lord will take away the candlestick out of 
its place, and leave the unfaithful to mourn in 
darkness. The Church in Rome was once a church 
of high commanding influence for good ; you know 
what it has become. Some other churches are on 
Lho way, I fear, to the same dreadful end. God 
grant that none of the churches with which we are 
connected as Christian people may eVer either 
apostatize from the faith, or grow lax and worldly, 
or become indifferent. to the glory of God and the 
the salvation of men. I might thus speak to each 
church and say, 'Who knoweth whether thou art 
come to the kingdom for such a time as this V 

My brethren, it is a wonderfully easy thing to 
denounce the faults of a government or of a nation, 
to complain of this being done, and of that being 
left undone ; and this amusement may only serve 
to divert our conscience from its more profitable 
dutiea at borne. The same is true with regard to 
a church. Men are too apt to condemn in the masa 
what they tolerate in themaelves as individuals. 
But why are we so ready to accuse the churches ? 
Why are we ao censorious as to what the churches 
do, and wbal the churches are? Who makes up 
the churchea ? Why, we each one by our influ- 
ence help to make the churches good, or bad, or 
indifferent, as the case may be. Therefore, I will 
not waste time in generalities, but I will come to 
personalities. I will follow Mordecai'a track, and 


speak alone to Esther, that is to say, to each one 
who may happen to he here to whom God baa in- 
trusted opportunity, talent, and position ; I would 
urge them to remember that there is something 
for each believer to do, a work which he cannot 
delegate to another, a task which it ia his privilege 
to be permitted to undertake, which it will be his 
aolemn disgrace and detriment if he do not execute, 
but which will he to his eternal glory under God if 
he be found faithful in it. I shall lay out my ser- 
mon out in four parcels, arranging it under four 

words. 

1. The first word is'hearkenl' Hearken to my 
word, as Mordecai desired Esther to hearken to 
him. Hearken while God the Lord speaks to your 
heart, and calls you to your high vocation. Heark- 
en, first, to a question. Brother, 

WILL YOU SEPARATE YOUR INTERESTS 

from those of your people and your God ? I do 
not think that Mordecai was afraid that Esther 
would do so ; but still it is sometimes as well to pre- 
vent an evil before we preceive it; and he did so 
by saying, 'Think not with thyself that thou sbalt 
escape the king's house.' It was possible that, be- 
ing a queen, it might enter into her mind that Bhe 
would be Bafe even if all the rest of the Jews were 
put to peatb. It would be a painful thing that her 
countrymen should be destroyed, but still the 
stroke might not touch her in the seclusion of her 
place, she had 'not yet showed her kindred*not her 
people' She would still remain the favored wife 
of the great king; and she might, therefore, selfish- 
ly look to herself, and leave those who were in 
peril to look to themselves or to their God,- while 
she coldly hoped that the Lord would eonaehow 
or other give them deliverance. Does that temp- 
tation come across the path of any of us ? It may. 
You may say, 'I shall be saved though the city 
should perish in its iniquity. Though the people 
are steeped in poverty and ignorance, I say enjoy 
plenty and live in light. I know the Lord, and 
that is 

MY MAIN CONCERN J 

if the heathen perish, I am not one of them, and 
I am thankful that it will not interfere with my 
destiny.* Will you argue in this aelfiah manner ? 
Do you wish to be joined with Jesus so as to be 
rescued from hell ? I tell you, Birs, there is no 
receiving Christ unless you receive his doctrine 
and rule. You must receive this grace also, name- 
ly, that you give yourself to him to make bis in- 
terest your interest, his life your life, hiB kingdom 
your kingdom, hiB glory your glory. 

Hearken to a second question. If you could sep- 
arate your interests from those of the cause of God, 
would you thereby secure them ? Is it so, that 
becuuse you are yourself a member of a flourishing 
church, and because you enjoy all sorts of Chris- 
tian privileges, you therefore harden your hearts 
concerning dying churches and desponding saints ? 
Do you imagine that the body can be sick, and yot 
you as a member of it will not suffer '(* I tell you, 
if the church of God goes aside it will be to your 
injury ; if the truth of God be not preached 

YOU WILL RE A LOSER J 

if Christian life be not vigorous you will be awak- 
ened. When a baneful atmosphere is over other 
Christians you will breathe it. Sinners cannot be 
left in their spiritual death without creating a foul- 
ness in the air which is to the peril of us all. If 
this great city ia left to seethe and rot in its evil 
and misery and filthiness, fancy not that your 
Christian people will escape. You dwell with 
these outcasts, and you are already feeling their 
influence, and will feel it still more if they do not 
feel yours. How far and how deep that participa- 
tion will go I will not venture to prophecy, for I 
am no prophet, neither the son of a prophet ; but 
there are elements now fermenting which threaten, 
first, the existence of the commonwealth, and next, 
the liberties of Christian worship. Take you 
heed, my brethren ; things cannot long remain as 
they are. This great flood of wretchedness must 
be assuaged, or it will sweep us all away. This 
may be a selfish argument ; but as we are battling 
with selfishness, we may fitly take Goliath's sword 
with which to cut off his head. You Christian people 
suffer if the church suffers ; you suffer even if the 
world suffers. 


Next, remember for your humiliation, that 

GOD CAN DO WITHOUT YOU. 

E nlargement and deliverance will arise to his people 
from another place if it come not by us. If the 
Lord were tied up to any one man, or any one 
church, or any one nation, it were treasonable for 
that perBon, church, or nation to be negligent ; 
but aa the Lord waiteth not for man, neither 
tarrieth for the sons of men, it becomes them to 
mind what thy are at. He can do without us. 
When he looked and there was no man, his own 
arm brought salvation ; and as it was of old, so 
it will be again. Mark you. He will effect his 
purpose ; he will fetch home his banished ; he will 
gather together his scattered Bheep ; he will cause 
the earth to be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
as the waters cover the sea ; and if we do gather 
in the wanderers, or spread the knowledge of his 
grace, it will be done by more faithful men. 

Here follows a still more sobering reflection. 
Recollect, that as God can do without us, it may 
be he will do without us. It might come to pass 
that God would say, 'I will no morebless . the 
world by thiB England ; she has become 

SELFISHLY MERCANTILE ; 

Bhe cares more for commerce than for righteous- 
ness ; she is drunken and infidel ; I will give her 
up. Her merchants care nothing for the poor, 
whose labor is ill-requited ; let her paBS away, as 
all oppressors must, and let the nations say, 'Alaa! 
alas I that great city, that mighty city !' 'For in 
one hour so great riches is come to naught' He 
may say to any church : 'Repent ; or else I will 
come unto thee quickly, and will fight againBt 
thee with the sword of my mouth.' 'Ichabod* has 
been written aforetime, and may be again, on 
places where once there shone upon the forefront 
the inscription — 'Holineaa unto the Lord.' So also 
any man may be Bet aside, even as the Lord put 
away Saul, and said to him, 'Thou has rejected 
the word of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected 
thee from being king over Israel.' Hearken, I 
pray you, to this warning from the Lord. Hear, 
heaven, and give ear, O earth, for the Lord] 
will judge his people, and to whom much is givei 
of him shall much be requried. 

Hearken to one thing more. How will J 

bear 

THE DISGRACE, 

if ever it comes upon us, of having suffered yom 
golden opportunities to be wasted ? Wbat if Ia 
rael had been destroyed for lack of Esther's interj 
cession ? Her name would have been a by wot 
among other nations as a base and traitorous 
men. If the people had been spared by aomt 
other means, and she had refused her mission, as 
long as there lived a Jew they would have kept nc 
feast of Purim, but have cursed her memory 
When I think of the neglects of our. own ancestors! 
I am anxious that we take warning by thai 
There are at this moment straths in theHighlandl 
which are thoroughly Romish. Why ? The] 
were not carefully evangelized at the time of th| 
Reformation. If the workers of that period 
done their work thoroughly there would have b« 
no Romish valleys in Presbyterian Scotland. Ii 
land still cowers under the shadow of the Poj 
there was a hopeful time when better things wei 
promised, but this was allowed to pass by ; ai 
what can be done to rescue Ireland now ? Tim< 
do not tarry, and tides do not wait ; and if we 
not avail ourselveB of them while they are with 
our sons may lament our neglects. 

I fear that the best among us can recollect wit 
regret times which we have suffered to pasB ovJ 
us unimproved. We can never call them back agai I 
You did not train your children ; they are men 
women now, and will not speak to you. O parenfj 
why did you not Bpeak to them when they wot 
have listened ? But what if a whole life shot 
glide away in living -for yourselves, in living 
your own comfort and enriching? Let ev« 
Esther resolve that she will never bring this hi 
upon her name ; let every man, women, and evl 
child, among us, knowing the Lord, feel that 
imperative necceasity we must serve according 
our capacity the cause of God and truth. 
ii. I change a little, and the call is now 
'consider'. 





